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GUILTY VERDICTS HANDED DOWN IN STEPHEN  
LAWRENCE MURDER TRIAL  
 
Two suspects standing trial for the 1993 murder of Stephen Lawrence have been 

found guilty. 

 

The are numerous reports on the web giving details of the trial and the background 

to this story.  

 

To make it easier, we have included some of the links here for you to browse in your 

own time. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16465430  

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/jan/03/stephen-lawrence-verdict-guilty-

murder  

 

http://www.legalweek.com/legal-week/blog-post/2135222/bite-stephen-lawrence

-verdict-means-abolition-double-jeopardy-stay  

 

http://news.sky.com/home/uk-news/article/16141728  

FORENSIC LAB ASKS POLICE TO SUBMIT LESS  
EVIDENCE  
Article from lawenforcementtoday.com 

 

The Connecticut lab has issued new testing guidelines for police effective January 

1, 2012.  The new policies restrict the number of samples taken in serious violent 

crimes.  The new regulations also prevent DNA testing for many property crimes, 

including simple auto theft and theft of property worth under $2,000.  

 

The troubled lab lost its national accreditation in August, 2011 due to Department 

of Justice concerns regarding supervision, control of evidence, and other troubling 

issues.   Maybe Henry Lee can come back as a consultant and find some happy 

medium between DNA testing to solve car thefts and 4,000 backlogged serious 

violent crimes.  

 

 

In days of diminishing resources, law enforcement and, in fact, the entire criminal 

justice system, must make intelligent decisions on how best to allocate scarce fo-

rensic dollars.  

 

To read this very informative article go to: 

http://lawenforcementtoday.com/2012/01/24/forensic-lab-asks-police-to-submit

-less-evidence/  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16465430
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/jan/03/stephen-lawrence-verdict-guilty-murder
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/jan/03/stephen-lawrence-verdict-guilty-murder
http://www.legalweek.com/legal-week/blog-post/2135222/bite-stephen-lawrence-verdict-means-abolition-double-jeopardy-stay
http://www.legalweek.com/legal-week/blog-post/2135222/bite-stephen-lawrence-verdict-means-abolition-double-jeopardy-stay
http://news.sky.com/home/uk-news/article/16141728
http://lawenforcementtoday.com/2012/01/24/forensic-lab-asks-police-to-submit-less-evidence/
http://lawenforcementtoday.com/2012/01/24/forensic-lab-asks-police-to-submit-less-evidence/


GUEST EDITORIAL  
 
Video Deblur 

 

Breaking news events are frequently captured  using mobile phone cameras. Typically, the person holding the camera is excit-

ed and moving independent of the action  of the action been recorded. This combined motion, along with the cameraôs auto-

matic focus and progressive imager, can make portions of the video appear hopelessly blurry.  Fortunately, a new video en-

hancement technology called ñmotion deblurring" (aka "video deblurring") has emerged to help remedy this problem.  

 

First, each frame of the target video is analyzed to determine the horizontal and vertical motion paths.  This combined motion 

path (called a "kernel") often has a oddly curved shape that must be negatively applied to the video to reverse the motion blur.  

Although the concept is intuitive, the math involved is extremely complex and it can take hours to correct one minute of vid-

eo. 

 

Newer algorithms are emerging that will dramatically expedite this process by using adjacent frames to estimate, and further 

refine, each frameôs kernel.  This becomes especially beneficial as some video segments may not suffer from any camera mo-

tion blur. 

 

The blur corrected video can then be run through a second process to determine the motion path of all the moving objects (e.g. 

people and vehicles) within the video.  Each object is then isolated and assigned its own motion kernel corrections.  If the 

objectôs rate of motion exceeds the imagerôs capture speed, those objects may have a warped appearance.  Although a separate 

issue, this can only be corrected once the motion deblurring process is complete. 

 

At this point, traditional enhancement steps like pixilation suppression, focus correction, video stabilization and pixel fusion 

can be successfully applied.  If this is then followed by cropping, enlargement and lighting corrections, the results can be stun-

ning. 

 

Motion deblurring is in the early stages and still requires significant user interaction.  Attempts to automate this process are 

unsuccessful when the video is heavily pixilated, has frequent stop-start points or sudden changes in lighting.  As the process 

matures, these obstacles will become less significant. 

 

Currently, only research labs and video enhancement service providers have full access to this technology.  The better video 

enhancement labs will offer to improve a brief portion of your video without cost or obligation so you can make an informed 

purchase decision.  With a little comparison shopping, you can ensure that you are receiving the best results available for your 

video. 

 

Motion deblurring is the latest technology in a rapidly advancing forensic field.  Over the coming years, several companies 

will begin offering software to automate the entire process.  Competition will quickly drive pricing down while faster comput-

ers will shorten the required processing time.  Eventually this technology will be integrated into our mobile phones to allow 

even the shakiest hands to shoot professional video. 

 

 

Doug Carner is president and lead technologist at Forensic Protection 

Video deblur example at   http://www.forensicprotection.com/deblur.html 

 

TREBLINKA: REVEALING THE HIDDEN GRAVES OF THE HOLOCAUST  
Article from BBC News website 

 

Any doubts about the existence of mass graves at the Treblinka death camp in Poland are being laid to rest by the first survey 

of the site using tools that see below the ground, writes forensic archaeologist Caroline Sturdy Colls.  

 

When the Nazis left Treblinka in 1943 they thought they had destroyed it. They had knocked down the buildings and levelled 

the earth. They had built a farmhouse and installed a Ukrainian "farmer". They had planted trees, and - contemporary reports 

suggest - lupins.  

 

To read the article go to: 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-16657363  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-16657363


CLUMSY CROOKS  
 
Thanks to our friends at clumsycrooks.com we can now bring you some of the outlandish things criminals get up to: 

 

Mayor Pulled Over, Then Pulls Trooper Over   
The State Law Enforcement Division is investigating the mayor of Norway's claim that he was legally empowered to pull over 

a state trooper after the trooper had pulled him over for speeding. 

 

The Times and Democrat of Orangeburg reports that Norway Mayor Jim Preacher was stopped for speeding on Wednesday. 

After the traffic stop, Preacher turned on the blue lights and siren in his vehicle and pulled the trooper over. 

 

The mayor acknowledges he was speeding, but said he was acting in his capacity as the town's chief constable.  

 

Couple Attempt To Blow Up Car With Flaming Tampons   
 
A man and woman stand accused of trying to blow up a car by set-

ting fire to tampons which they intended to drop into its gas tank. 

 

Patricia Deshong, 25, and Quentin Deshong, 22, were arrested after 

a witness reported them damaging the car outside a bar in Metal 

Township, Pennsylvania, earlier this month. 

 

The Deshongs spent a few days behind bars before they each post-

ed $25,000 bond to secure their release.  

 

Please visit this site and register for free as it contains a lot of good stories, police humour and lots more that we at Exhibit 

One think you will enjoy. 

 

Just click the logo: 

FORENSIC COURSES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 7-10, 2012, the NFI Academy again organises a basic 4-day course in Forensic Knot Analysis at the Nether-

lands Forensic Institute (NFI). 

 

 FOR INFORMATION GO TO: 

http://www.forensicinstitute.nl/about_nfi/training_and_courses/courses/forensic-knot-analysis-basic-course.aspx  

 

For more information about the Netherlands Forensic Institute please visit: 

http://www.forensicinstitute.nl/  

http://www.clumsycrooks.com/news/mayor_pulled_over_then_pulls_trooper_over.html
http://www.clumsycrooks.com/news/couple_attempt_to_blow_up_car_with_flaming_tampons.htm
C:/Users/Allan A/Downloads/forensic-knot-analysis-basic-course_tcm69-389283.pdf
http://www.forensicinstitute.nl/about_nfi/training_and_courses/courses/forensic-knot-analysis-basic-course.aspx
http://www.forensicinstitute.nl/
http://www.clumsycrooks.com/



