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POLICE CHIEFS IN MISCONDUCT PROBE OVER KEVIN 
NUNES MURDER  
From BBC News Website 

 

Four senior police officers - including North-

amptonshire's chief constable and deputy chief 

constable - are being investigated over miscon-

duct claims.  

 

The Independent Police Complaints Commis-

sion inquiry relates to Staffordshire Police's in-

vestigation into Kevin Nunes' 2002 gangland 

murder.  

 

It is claimed the four, who are either former or serving Staffordshire Police officers, 

withheld potential evidence.  

 

All four senior officers remain in their posts.  

 

Northamptonshire Chief Constable Adrian Lee and Deputy Chief Constable Suzette 

Davenport are being investigated, along with West Midlands Assistant Chief Con-

stable Marcus Beale and Staffordshire's Assistant Chief Constable Jane Sawyers.  

 

To read this article go to: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-16311557  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 7-10, 2012, the NFI Academy again organises a basic 4-day course in 

Forensic Knot Analysis at the Netherlands Forensic Institute (NFI). 

 

 FOR INFORMATION GO TO: 

http://www.forensicinstitute.nl/about_nfi/training_and_courses/courses/forensic

-knot-analysis-basic-course.aspx  

 

For more information about the Netherlands Forensic Institute please visit: 

http://www.forensicinstitute.nl/  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-16311557
C:/Users/Allan A/Downloads/forensic-knot-analysis-basic-course_tcm69-389283.pdf
http://www.forensicinstitute.nl/about_nfi/training_and_courses/courses/forensic-knot-analysis-basic-course.aspx
http://www.forensicinstitute.nl/about_nfi/training_and_courses/courses/forensic-knot-analysis-basic-course.aspx
http://www.forensicinstitute.nl/


HERTFORDSHIRE POLICE LAUNCH EBAY ACCOUNT  
 
Hertfordshire Police in England have launched their own ebay account. They placed the following announcement on the po-

lice forceôs website: 

 

A new Ebay site has been launched by Hertfordshire Constabulary to sell high-value goods seized from criminals under the 

Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA) 2002.  

 

POCA gives officers powers to gain confiscation orders for sums of money through the courts against criminals who have 

benefitted financially from their crimes. Police will then seize goods or money from them to fulfil the orders.  

 

Using the online auction site, Ebay, will mean officers can further ensure criminals can still fulfil their orders if they have 

already spent the money they made.  

 

The Constabulary is one of the first forces to launch an Ebay site, following Cheshire and Leicestershire Constabularies.  

 

Simon Hill, Financial Investigation Manager, said: ñEbay is another powerful tool to help us sell seized items and so make 

sure crime does not pay for criminals.  

 

ñCriminals will often buy expensive items with the money they have made from drugs, burglary or similar. But, if we can seize 

these high value items and sell them on, we can still hit them in the pocket. 

 

You can read the full release on the Hertfordshire Police website here: 

http://www.herts.police.uk/hertfordshire_constabulary/latest_news/news_articles/061211_-_1259.aspx  

CRIME SCENE AWARENESS SKILLS AT THE FINGERTIPS OF FIJI POLICE  
From INTERPOL News and Media Releases 

 

SUVA, Fiji ï Developing Crime Scene Awareness was the focus of a training course for police in Fiji, organized by the IN-

TERPOL Forensic Support and Specialized Technical Databases unit. 

 

Hosted at the Fiji Police Academy in Suva, a total of 20 officers from Fiji and Nauru took part in the five-day course (17-21 

October) to raise awareness about the entire forensic process including the role of crime scene investigation as well as the 

nature and types of physical evidence and the necessary protocols when dealing with evidence. 

 

Officially opened by Fijiôs Assistant Commissioner Ravi Naranpin, the course also gave the participants hands-on experience 

in a number of disciplines including fingerprint retrieval and general evidence preservation procedures. 

CONFERENCE REPORT 
 
ROMANIAN INTERNATIONAL FORENSICS CONFERENCE  
Modern techniques for the identification of persons and methods used during the crime scene investigation. 
 

The Romanian Forensic Science Association and the Romanian National Forensic Science Institute  within General Inspec-

torate of the Romanian Police represent the link institutions between scientific researches and the forensic community. 

 

From the beginning of their existence, both institutions have sustained  the modernisation  of the judicial act and have con-

stantly introduced new methods and techniques, and, have tried to keep up with the development of forensics at the interna-

tional level. All these efforts are made for the same reasons: identifying the authors of  crimes and discovering the truth in a 

case. 

 

In this context, the Forensic Science Association and the Romanian National Forensic Science Institute organise annual  Sci-

entific Conferences in order to have direct contact with the forensics community and to exchange opinions, ideas and infor-

mation with national and international forensic experts. Until now, 14 International Conferences were organised, where scien-

tific researches were presented and issues relevant to the forensics community were debated. 

 

The International Forensics Conference organised this year by the Romanian Forensic Science Association together with the 

Romanian National Forensic Science Institute had the topic Modern techniques for the identification of persons and methods 

used during the crime scene investigation.   

  Continued on next pageé... 
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Over five hundred guests took part in the conference: members of  the Romanian Forensic Science Association, forensic ex-

perts and specialists from the Romanian National Forensic Science Institute and also from the Territorial Forensic Services, 

law representatives, police, academic professors and magistrates, representatives of forensic medicine, lawyers, judicial ex-

perts and students. Also representatives of foreign countries attended the Conference , such as the United States, Great Britain, 

France, Italy, Bulgaria, Austria, Portugal, the Czech Republic and Moldova. 

 

The opening Conference allocution was made by Col. (r.) prof. Vasile who is the main founder of the Romanian Forensic Sci-

ence Association and the Romanian Forensic Science Magazine too. This introduction referred to the topic of the Conference 

and the main activities organized in the ten-year existence of the Association.  Then, Senior Police Quaestor Lucian Guran 

presented the message of the Minister of the Administration and Interior, Mr. Traian Iga. The General Inspector of the 

Romanian Police, Police Quaestor Liviu Popa, also made a speech that referred to the contribution of the Romanian forensic 

science to preventing and combating crimes and to the image of the Romanian forensic science at the international level. Also, 

they recommended to the forensic experts and specialists to be more specialized in the scientific investigation of the crimes 

because the crimes become more and more dangerous for our democratic society. 

 

After these introductory messages, numerous scientific papers in the forensics field were presented and the participants appre-

ciated especially the following: The role of the forensic science in the United Kingdom of Great Britain; Hugh Taylor; The 

contribution of forensics to the security of a multinational society; Giancarlo Zecchini; The national genetic database of the 

Republic of Bulgaria and its implementation within the forensics practice; Svetoslav Zechev and Lyudmila Stavreva; Bulgar-

ia; Technologies used in forensics; challenges and developments; Sandrine Trochu; France; Modern techniques for investigat-

ing the crime scene in case of homicide; Univ. Prof. Ph.D. Laz;r C©rjan;  New techniques and methods used in forensic sci-

ence in the Czech Republic; Engineer Ph.D. Hana Kalabova (former Vrbova); Panoramic 360Ü technology that gives the view 

of the entire crime scene; Eduardo Machado; Portugal; Thermic desorption coupled with gas, chromatography and mass spec-

trometry; modern techniques used in describing judicial evidence; Police Chief Superintendent Chemist Engineer Ph.D. 

Georgeta Stoian; Fragments from the history of the technical methods and means used in forensics; Univ. Conf. Ph.D. Dan 

Voinea; The legal framework regarding the use of the technical forensic means in the criminal trial; Univ. Lect. Ph.D. Gheor-

ghe Golubenco; The Republic of Moldova; The contribution of forensic experts from Cluj to solving a homicide case; 

Police Chief Superintendent Alexandru C©npean; Forensic elements for investigating geological and botanical traces; Univ. 

Conf. Ph.D. Gabriela Matei; Forensic investigation of illegal migration with the help of police trained dogs; doctoral candi-

date,. 

 

All the 45 presentations made at the Conference had an important scientific basis and the experts and specialists emphasized 

new forensic methods and techniques used to identify authors of crimes and to discover the truth in a case. During the Confer-

ence, references were also made to the practice of private forensic experts both in Romania and at an international level. The 

participants showed that, according to international regulations, a democratic society absolutely prevents governments from 

interfering with the court activity and from imposing any lists of experts to be used by the court, whether such lists are created 

by the ministries of justice or other executive structures or state authorities.  

 

In this sense, particular appreciation was expressed for the steps taken by Great Britain regarding the privatization of forensic 

expertise laboratories, which proved their efficiency as expected. Furthermore, the following books and papers were present-

ed, and these are going to be published: The Romanian Forensics Dictionary; Judicial Chemistry; Identifying a person with 

the help of a description of that person; Judicial Ballistics; Judicial Entomology. To conclude, I hope that this Conference has 

gone beyond the level of a scientific event, and serves as a summing up of the activities of the Romanian Forensic Science 

Association in its ten years of existence. These beautiful years were marked by awards and diplomas meant to make us recall 

this day over the years. 

STEPHEN LAWRENCE MURDER:TRIAL CONTINUES  
 
The trial into the murder of Stephen Lawrence in 1993 is continu-

ing. To read related stories concerning this, use the links below. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16285562  

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/stephen_lawrence/

timeline.htm  

 

http://news.sky.com/home/uk-news/article/16129309  

 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2011/11/28/stephen-lawrence-murder-trail-forensic-blunder_n_1116182.html  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-16285562
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/stephen_lawrence/timeline.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/stephen_lawrence/timeline.htm
http://news.sky.com/home/uk-news/article/16129309
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2011/11/28/stephen-lawrence-murder-trail-forensic-blunder_n_1116182.html


FORENSIC COURSES 
 
Kicking around the TRACES  
By Peter Cross, University of Central Lancashire School of  Forensic and Investigative Sciences 

 
As we all know, Locardôs theory that ñevery contact leaves a traceò is the basis of all forensic sci-

ence. That theme is carried forward by the University of Central Lancashire, School of Forensic 

and Investigative Sciences TRACES centre, which is the first facility in the UK dedicated to the 

experimental study of all aspects of decomposition, trauma, forensic entomology and forensic DNA 

using animal models. The Taphonomic Research in Anthropology ï Centre for Experimental Study 

or TRACES for short, is a 13 acre research site in North West England.  

(http://www.uclan.ac.uk/schools/forensic_investigative/traces/index.php)  

 

Since opening in 2009, the centre has planted 6,000 additional trees to create differing research 

environments and has established an indoor work area, including a teaching and seminar room as 

well as an office and equipment store. Meeting all relevant EC, national and local legislative requirements ensures strict adher-

ence with biosecurity and health and safety protocols to ensure the safety of staff, researchers, neighbours and the protection of 

the environment. The work carried out here is subject to robust experimental design and control. By doing so the centre is ad-

vancing taphonomic research and its application to the legal system and human identification. TRACES is the main UK centre 

for research into the processes of decomposition and its application to post-mortem interval estimation. UCLAN forensic an-

thropologists have experienced an increase in the number of forensic cases they are being consulted on, particularly in relation 

to post-mortem interval estimation. Their expertise is recognised both nationally and internationally. 

 

Students of the School of Forensic and Investigative Sciences taught MSc in Forensic Anthropology and researchers from the 

University, other academic institutions and law enforcement organisations make good use of the facilities. Local police forces 

have also used the site for cadaver dog training.  

 

TRACES Manager and Lecturer in Forensic Anthropology, Peter Cross, himself a graduate of the taught MSc in Forensic An-

thropology at the university, co-ordinates the research activities on site. In addition to teaching and managing TRACES Peter 

has also conducted forensic casework in Guatemala, in the UK and has completed an internship at the Office of the Chief Medi-

cal Examiner in New York City. His time in New York included not just forensic anthropology work but also forensic autopsy 

and death scene investigation.  

 

In conjunction with TRACES Research Director and Reader in Forensic Anthropology, Dr Tal Simmons, a highly experienced 

and internationally renowned forensic anthropologist, both short term research projects for Master students and longer term pro-

jects for PhD students and staff are planned well in advance. The research plan encompasses the testing of a variety of factors 

that may influence the decomposition process. In addition, other research projects are looking at the signatures that decomposi-

tion products leave behind to aid detection of buried remains. UCLAN and TRACES offer short courses for both students and 

professionals engaged in continuous professional development (CPD). Posters for the courses offered are included in this issue 

and can be circulated freely. 

 

Since the establishment of the universityôs taught MSc in Forensic Anthropology 6 years ago, course students and researchers 

have maintained a strong presence at the American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS) annual meetings. The research group 

and students have presented at the AAFS meetings on over 20 occasions and their research is published in peer reviewed publi-

cations. A full list of research projects and publications is on the TRACES website. Both Peter and Tal are actively involved in 

the newly formed British Association of Forensic Anthropology (BAFA) and both chair or co-chair committees within the or-

ganisation.  
 
MSc Forensic Anthropology Students have an excellent record of post MSc employment. Some students have gone on to PhD 

study, some have gained forensic anthropology positions in places such as Guatemala, Iraq, Bosnia and South Africa. Other 

students have been successful in gaining either crime scene investigation or coronerôs office position in the US. 

 

The staff at TRACES are interested in conducting parallel experiments with similar centres elsewhere. The TRACES site, and/

or the expertise of its staff, is available for hire by researchers who wish to conduct taphonomic studies concerning case-related 

questions but lack their own facilities.  

 

For further information about TRACES, use of its facilities and staff, or about short courses, please contact Peter Cross 

(pacross1@uclan.ac.uk). 




