
 

The Evidence 

Partnership  

Exhibit One  

Inside this issue: 

Hampshire Forensic Sharing 2 

Forensic Meat Fraud Tests 3 

2012 Conferences 4 

Theresa May 4 

New Met Commissioner 5 

Earthquake Victim Detection 5 

Useful Links 6 

November/December 2011 Volume 1, Issue 6 

AMANDA KNOX WINS APPEAL AGAINST 
MURDER CONVICTION  
 

Amanda Knox and her co-defendant Rafaele Sollecito have been 

cleared of the murder of British student Meredith Kercher at ap-

peal in Perugia,, Italy. 

 

They were accused of killing Kercher in 2007 and were subse-

quently convicted. Amanda Knox and Rafaele Sollecito were cleared after DNA evi-

dence used in the original trial was brought into question. For a more detailed insight 

into the evidence that was questioned the BBC website has this article. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/15036490  

 

Here are a few other links about the case to have a look at: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-15043002  

 

http://news.sky.com/home/world-news/article/16082097  

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/oct/06/amanda-knox-judge-responsible?

newsfeed=true  

 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/blog/2011/oct/03/amanda-knox-appeal-hearing

-live  

NEW FORENSIC TECHNOLOGY  TO BE 
USED IN THE RE-OPENED MURDER 
CASE OF AUSTRALIAN LOUISE BELL  
Article from adelaidenow.com.au 

 

NEW forensic technology, which has been available for 

less than a year, is being used on DNA in the reopened 

Louise Bell murder case.  

Police reopened the case in August, with two major crime detectives dedicated to the 

investigation. 

They have resubmitted historical objects for DNA testing using new technology that 

has been available for less than a year. 

 

For the full article go to: 

http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/new-dna-forensic-

technology-used-in-reopened-louise-bell-murder-case/story-e6frea83-

1226162292688  
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FIRST SHARED FORENSIC SCIENCE SERVICE LAUNCHED BY COUNCIL AND POLICE  
 
Hampshire County Council and Hampshire Police have announced that they are to share forensic capabilities in the English 

county following an agreement being reached. Forensic experts form across Hampshire will work together using shared la-

boratory facilities. 

 

The following was placed on Hampshire County Councilôs website: 

 

Police and County Council join forces in UK's first shared Forensic Science Service 

Friday, 22 July 2011 

A first in joined-up working has been launched with an agreement that will see Hampshire's top forensic experts working 

together to support the investigation of crimes across the county. 

 

As part of their work to analyse and interpret evidence gathered from crime scenes for criminal prosecutions, Hampshire 

County Council's Scientific Services and Hampshire Constabulary are teaming up to provide a combined service in shared 

laboratory facilities. 

 

Groundbreaking Move 

The County Council and Constabulary are the first in the UK to set up a shared forensic science service and the plans have 

received support from The Forensic Regulator and The Home Office who have hailed it a groundbreaking move. 

From analysing the DNA found in traces of blood, tests on illegal substances to help stamp out the supply and production of 

drugs, to checking fingerprints left at a crime scene, it will be up to the shared forensic service to analyse evidence relating 

to a range of prosecutions for criminal activity in Hampshire. 

 

Working Together - Working Smarter 

The combined service will be housed in a joint location in Portsmouth which will enable scientists to share and develop their 

combined knowledge and expertise, improve the quality of service provided to the public and reduce duplication on investi-

gations. Running costs and administrative support will also be reduced. 

 

Leader of Hampshire County Council, Councillor Ken Thornber said: 

"As a first in the UK, this is truly an exciting collaboration. The County Council has a good track record for partnership 

working and we are well-placed to deliver such a pioneering new service. 

 

"As financial pressures increase along with demand for our local services, we have to keep looking at how we can transform 

the way we work in order to continue to meet the needs of Hampshire and its residents in a cost-effective way. By continuing 

to explore opportunities for cooperation, and in this case teaming up with our partners Hampshire Constabulary from the 

Hampshire Senate, we will be able to maximise our knowledge and expertise, streamline the way we work and reduce costs. 

This is an excellent example of shared services at their best." 

 

Chief Constable of Hampshire Constabulary, Alex Marshall said: 

"This is one of those rare opportunities where you spend less and raise your standards. Working with Hampshire County 

Council, using their laboratory and providing our scientific expertise, we've achieved an improved service at a lower cost to 

the public. We will solve more crime through the applied use of forensics and the council tax payers will get better value by 

two public services joining together. 

 

"The people who have put this together have taken the idea from a proposal to a workable function within just a few months 

and I am very grateful to them for their hard work." 

 

The combined forensic service is expected to move into its shared laboratory facility in the Autumn 2011. 

Prototype "Rapid DNA" technology exhibited; could bolster forensic investigations  
Article from computerworld.co.nz 

 

Using a portable kit to be able to quickly analyze human DNA collected in the field for investigative and forensics purposes 

has been a long-time dream for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), law enforcement and the Department of Defense 

(DoD).  

 

To read about this new kit please go to the link below: 

 

http://computerworld.co.nz/news.nsf/security/prototype-rapid-dna-technology-exhibited-could-bolster-forensic-

investigations  

 

 

http://computerworld.co.nz/news.nsf/security/prototype-rapid-dna-technology-exhibited-could-bolster-forensic-investigations
http://computerworld.co.nz/news.nsf/security/prototype-rapid-dna-technology-exhibited-could-bolster-forensic-investigations


SCOTLAND USING NEW FORENSIC TESTS TO CHECK ORIGIN OF BEEF IN AN EF-
FORT TO CATCH MEAT FRAUDSTERS.  
 
Howard Walsh, the editor of Farmers Guardian has written an article on how this forensic technology is to work. 

 

To read the article on this use the link below: 

 

http://www.farmersguardian.com/home/business/forensic-test-to-catch-meat-fraudsters/42049.article  

CABINET MINISTER DUMPS PAPERWORK IN PARK BIN  
 
Conservative cabinet minister Oliver Letwin has been photographed throwing confiden-

tial paperwork into a park bin. This is the latest embarrassment for the British Govern-

ment ,  following the resignation of Defence Secretary, Liam Fox after allegations of 

improper conduct. 

 

There are a few links that people should read relating to these latest stories: 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2048966/Oliver-Letwin-Cabinet-minister-

facing-security-probe-binning-documents.html?ito=feeds-newsxml  

 

http://www.mirror.co.uk/most-popular/headlines/2011/10/17/oliver-letwin-faces-fresh-pressure-over-dumped-letters-

115875-23493585/  

 

http://news.sky.com/home/politics/article/16088807  

 

http://news.sky.com/home/politics/article/16089547  

 

http://news.sky.com/home/politics/article/16086741  

 

PHILADELPHIA WOMAN ALLEGEDLY HOLDS PEOLE CAPTIVE  
 
A woman from Philadelphia has been arrested on suspicion of holding mentally ill people captive in a basement and for alleg-

edly stealing disability benefits. It is believed that she had  identification documents for up to fifty people and that her crimes 

may go further than the four people that were discovered locked in the basement. 

 

Fifty one year old Linda Ann Weston has previously served time for starving a man to death. 

 

For more information on this story: 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-15358183  

 

http://edition.cnn.com/2011/10/18/justice/pennsylvania-disabled-chained/index.html?hpt=us_c2  

 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/44941497/ns/us_news-crime_and_courts/#.Tp7H05tJ95E  
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THE FORENSIC FORUM IS LOOKING FOR YOUR PICTURES AND IMAGES AND  
FORENSIC BOOK REVIEWERS  
 
The Forensic Forum are looking for anyone who would like to submit  any forensic themed images/pictures that you may 

have for their website. Although you will not be paid, your name will be credited to the image on the webpage. If you would 

like to do this please go to their website: 

http://www.theforensicforum.co.uk/  The Forensic Forum is also looking for anyone willing to review factual forensic 

books for them. Please visit the above website for contact information. 

 

SLOVENIA OPENS FIRST FORENSIC 
PSYCHIATRIC CENTRE  
 
The first national forensic psychiatric centre in Slovenia 

has been opened and can house up to 66 prisoners from 

around Slovenia.  The centre began taking prisoners on 

1st October. 

 

The 100,000euro project was opened by Justice Minister 

Ales Zalar,  director of UKC Maribor Gregor Pivec and 

Health Minister Dorjan Marusic.  

EXHIBIT ONE WANTS YOU TO GET INVOLVED  
 

Do you have any news that you would like to share with the global forensic community? Exhibit One is looking to get 

our readers more involved. We are looking for news stories, funny experiences at work, and any other information 

you would like to share with us.  Do you have any conference dates you would like people to know about? Are you 

looking to getting a vacancy filled? If so email the editor directly allanjr@evidencepartnership.com 

 

If you would like to advertise with us, email exhibitone@evidencepartnership.com to get all the information you need. 

 

 

Exhibit One is a free publication produced to inform the global forensic community of various stories, events etc. 

Exhibit One is produced by The Evidence Partnership Limited, 380 Chester Road, Manchester UK M16 9EA 

 

For more information: www.evidencepartnership.com 

DIARY OF UK HOME SECRETARY LEFT AT 
GLASGOW EVENT  
 
Details of Home Secretary Theresa Mayôs engagements where 

left behind at an event for the National Police Memorial Day in 

Glasgow. The print outs contained  details of who she was 

meeting and mobile numbers of her staff. 

 

The BBC website has the following article: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-15110894  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW MET COMMISSIONER NAMED  
 
Bernard Hogan-Howe has been unveiled as the new 

Metropolitan Police Commissioner. Hogan-Howe is a 

former Merseyside Police Chief Constable, a force 

that suffered a severe lack of public confidence when 

he first took the role, but became one of the most 

respected police forces in England. 

 

Mr Hogan-Howe recently joined the Met as acting 

deputy commissioner following recent high profile 

resignations. He was also a member of Her Majestyôs Chief Inspectors of Constabulary 

from 2009 until he joined the Metropolitan Police. 

BREATH AND SWEAT MOLICULES COULD BE USED TO    
DETECT EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS  
Article published in Forensic Magazine 

 
Molecules in breath, sweat, and skin have been used to detect humans in a simulation of 

a collapsed building, raising the prospect of portable sensors for use in real-life situa-

tions, such as bombings, earthquakes, and other natural disasters. 

 

Published in IOP Publishingôs Journal of Breath Research, the study examined flumes of 

air to create a preliminary profile of molecules that could indicate human activity in a 

disaster zone, and it is notable for being the first of its kind to use human participants. 

 

Over five days, in six-hour intervals, eight participants entered a simulator of a collapsed 

glass-clad reinforced-concrete building, which was designed, built, and tested by the 

researchers from Loughborough University, National Technical University of Athens, 

University of Babe-Bolyai, and University of Dortmund. 

 

A variety of sensors, positioned throughout the simulator, rapidly detected carbon diox-

ide (CO2) and ammonia (NH3) with high-sensitivity in the plumes of air that travelled 

through the constructed rubble, highlighting their effectiveness as potential indicators. 

In addition to these molecules, a large number of volatile organic compounds were de-

tected; acetone and isoprene being the most prominent potential markers. 

 

Interestingly, there was a marked decrease in NH3 levels when the participants were 

asleep; a finding the researchers could not explain and will investigate further, along 

with the build-up of acetone with increasing food withdrawal and the presence of detect-

able molecules in urine. 

 

When trapped within a void of a collapsed building, casualties release volatile metabo-

lites products of the bodyôs natural breakdown mechanisms through their breath, skin, 

and other bodily fluids, which can have complicated interactions with the building mate-

rials. Furthermore, these interactions change with conditions such as humidity, heat, and 

wind strength and direction, making the detection process much more difficult. 

 

By creating a simulator that closely mimicked a real-life scenario, as well as using hu-

man participants, the researchers provided the most comprehensive insight into the pro-

cesses that occur within disaster sites, raising the prospect of more accurate portable 

detection systems in the future. 

 

The simulator itself was composed of three separate sections: the environmental section, 

which maintained the air flow, humidity, and temperature; the void section, in which the 

participant was laid down; and the collapsed-building section, which was composed of 

densely packed building materials. 

 

The researchers emphasized that the most important element of the study was the provi-

sion of safe and ethical experimental conditions for both the volunteers and research 

staff.    Continued on page 6 

http://affiliate.daily.co.uk/idevaffiliate.php?id=1228C:/Users/Allan%20A/Documents/Any%20Video%20Converter


Co-author of the study, Professor Paul Thomas of Loughborough University, said, ñThis is the first scientific study on sens-

ing systems that could detect trapped people. The development of a portable detection device based on metabolites of breath, 

sweat, and skin could hold several advantages over current techniques. 

ñA device could be used in the field without laboratory support. It could monitor signs of life for prolonged periods and be 

deployed in large numbers, as opposed to a handful of dogs working, at risk to themselves and their handlers, for 20 minutes 

before needing extensive rest.ò 

An Institute of Physics spokesperson said, ñAs the first study of its kind, this preliminary work can be built upon to help pre-

pare for future disasters such as those tragedies weôve seen recently in Japan and New Zealand.ò 

ñThe trapped human experimentò was performed under the EC FP7 project ñSecond Generation Locator for Urban Search 

and Rescueò Operations. 

Source: Institute of Physics 

USEFUL LINKS TO ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS, FRIENDS OF EXHIBIT ONE AND SITES 
ADVERTISING JOB VACANCIES.  
 
To help our readership locate websites that may be of use to them, Exhibit One has decided to place some useful links here 

for you to use. 

 

Academic Institutions: 

University of Central Lancashire School of Forensic and Investigative Science, Preston, United Kingdom 

http://www.uclan.ac.uk/scitech/forensic_investigative/index.php 

 

Forensic news and forensic conferences: 

The Investigator, Essential Reading for Todayôs Investigators 

http://www.the-investigator.co.uk/ 

 

Forensic Forums: 

The Forensic Forum 

http://www.theforensicforum.co.uk/ 

 

Organisations: 

International Association for Identification 

http://theiai.org/ 

 

International Homicide Investigators Association 

http://ihia.org/ 

 

If you would like a link to your academic institution, company or association placed in Exhibit One or would like to 

advertise a vacancy that you wish to fill, please email exhibitone@evidencepartnership.com and title your email 

óLinks and Vacanciesô. 

 

 

 

http://www.theforensicforum.co.uk/forum/
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